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Abstract: The purpose of the project is to either rehabilitate or replace the Sakonnet River Bridge between
Tiverton and Portsmouth. The existing bridge is in deteriorating condition, structurally deficient, and does not
meet seismic protection, shoulder width and structural capacity requirements. Five alternatives were considered
in the Draft EIS for the project dated June 25, 2001. These alternatives include No-Build, Full Rehabilitation
of the Existing Bridge and three New Bridge alternatives including on, north of and south of the alignment of
the existing bridge. The DEIS identified Alternative 5, New Bridge on South Alignment as the preferred
alternative to replace the Sakonnet River Bridge which carries RI Route 24 between Portsmouth and Tiverton.
The South Alignment (Alternative 5) was selected as the preferred alternative because it has the fewest
environmental impacts in comparison to the other build alternatives. RIDOT and FHWA have identified the
South Alignment as the recommended alternative in this FEIS based on its strongest ability to address the
purpose and needs of the project.

Comments on the FEIS are due by May 26, 2003 and should be sent to Mr. Edmund T. Parker, Jr. P.E. or Mr.
Daniel J. Berman.
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